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Greetings: William C. Latimer

Founder and Editor WCSART:
WCSART is a current Member of NASAR
National Association for Search & Rescue

The sole pUrpose of this News Letter is to inforemimers and
Associates of current and upcoming events, a&syitind
News items of interest. Worcester County SearchRastue

is a non-profit, volunteer Search & Rescue orgatiiza
serving the Worcester County area in central Maksaetts.
All our members are Volunteers, and are dedicabeith¢
welfare and promotion of all SAR events and Edoacati

UPDATE ON ACTIVITIES:
EDITORS COMMENTS AND REVIEW OF WCSART ACTIVITIES:

The Holidays are upon us and | want to wish all foers of
WCSART and people and organizations that suppaoatvesy
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Our organizatio
could not function without the support of volunt@eembers
and the community, and | want to personally thah&fayou
for a job well done this 2008 year. This year hasrbthe most
‘costly’ for all our programs due to the extensiuel cost
over the summer. This affected our WRSP Programolpat
schedule, effected our training program, and arsy ttat
involved travel. Donations were at an all-time l@amd our
members could feel the pinch of gasoline when gtonan
exercise or patrols for our WRSP, MRSP, or Comnagji@m.
Granted, fuel cost (at this time) are lower, bfgdl this will
not last by next year...we may have to re-think all o
programs for next year if fuel cost get back to$A€d0+
mark. But...we progress forward and | am looking fargvto
the 2009 season and the challenges that will cohéror
organization. At our last board meeting in Octolverhad
discussed finances and how best to support ourzmsy
Maps Salesre below what we had anticipated, but it willdak
some time for Map Sales to produce a profit. Duhéocost
of printing, our profit margin is very low. | woulike some
suggestions from any member how to boost our pnaditgin
and get funds to support our WRSP and MRSP Prognaixts
year. The entire country is in a financial ‘rut’dawolunteer
organizations are all suffering the same problémain, my
thanks to all of you for your continuing support.

All members be sure to keep track of our upcomutgedule
and programs by visiting our Web site. Our Web page
constantly being updated with new information, stthe
change for boating safety classes by the USCG #uyiand
US Power Squadrons, News item of interest. CERIiVities
by the Holden and Rutland CERT Teams can be aatésse
our Link page and our Safety Tips page has goamtnmition.
We have an extensive Communications page with good
information and links to support our Amateur Radjerators
and those that have an interest in Communicatitiresny
member has a News item or Safety tip that they dvbiké to
have published, Email me with the details and | paist.

Please visit our Web page at: [ 1

Support our fighting troops in Iraq and Afghanistan

FINAL ROWING RACES OUT ON LAKE
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Joe and Bill on station Glen and Joe at Ram WR9 returning to Ramp

October 25 and 26 was the last rowing race outakeL
Quinsigamond for the season. Glen Wians, Joe Apiegid
Bill Latimer assisted using WR9 Vessel and WR1 ¥éss
(which is our utility vessel). The weather was petf(not like
the previous years where it was cold and windythBaces
went well and there were no problems. After theesagunday,
all our Vessels are being stored for the wintexyéner, WR1
can be used and dispatched in case of a Lake Enwrge

E , | Our WR1 Vessel at left is a 14 Ft
Se——— 4 Sea Nymph with an 8hp outboard,
4-stroke, Nissan Engine. This boat
is great to use for utility operations
out on Lake Quinsigamond. Ves:
is used to patrol during the rowing
races and Buoy Maintenan

BUOY REMOVAL — See story next page

Glen aboard WR9

_

Bill assisting as Crew on WR9

...adirty Slimy Job

kT

£ 3 R o
o s

Steve’s Pontoon boat...full

Shrewsbury Police Boat House

, and God Bless America!



Well, as any member that has been on this detailvknthis
job is dirty and slimy. My thanks to Steve and S@ranin,
Glen Wains (myself) in assisting in this detailidhear the
decision was made (from October meeting at the L&Y
the Buoys are now placed and stored over by thev&ury
Police Boat house out on the Lake. This was a neasker
solution because we only had to pull and trangiherBuoys
to a shore location and cover with a tarp. It delyavas
easier than going to the Ramp, putting in the ek truck
and transporting to a storage location...not to noeniti takes
more man-power and fuel cost for transportationwNihe
buoys are stored and covered and will be much maser to
place next year. With that being said, the Buosadirin
pretty bad shape. Many have ‘holes’ in the lowesehand
most likely will not survive another season. Besitlee
Beacon Buoys being destroyed, many of the othdrhaie
to be replaced next year due to the damage suffenéd
being out on the Lake. It also appears the sontieedifioles
were caused by a BB Gun or other object purposatedThe
Buoys are placed out on the Lake for Safety Wamhantd
your boating protection in low areas.

SEVERAL TOWS AFTER SEASON

Bill and Glen WR9 doing tow Bifl &/R3 tow of Jet Ski

Our WRSP Patrols ended after the Labor Day weekend;
however, unofficial non-schedule patrols were dione
September and October. The Lake was busy on thkends,

which resulted in several Tows and assistance th® Lake.

WR2, Joe Apicella, while his vessel is stationedraat the
DRC was instrumental in several weekdays, evenmg-h
calls to assist boaters that were broke down om.dte.

WR3 VESSEL SOLD ON CRAIGS LIST

At the end of September, the decision was madelt@ur
WR3 Vessel (Angler 173E) on Craig’s list so we cbupdate
our Vessel requirements to get another boat neatt wih a
bigger Engine. Since the Boat was fairly new, weaggood
price and now have funding available to upgrade bagger
Vessel for next year. A buyer from CT purchasedibat.

MAIN OFFICE NUMBER HAS CHANGED

Please note that our Main Office and contact nurhber
changed. Due to the economy, we have disconneciedd
Office number and now use 508.414.7676. This nunsber
also our Vessel Number and MRSP Patrol Team Nunainek,
calls are forwarded to a 24/7 Cell number whenetlze no
Patrols. See our Web Contact page for updated namBer
Skype Number is on 24/7 and Emails are checkeg.dail

COMMUNICATIONS UPDATE

For our USCG Auxiliary

members, on 18 October, Bill
@ Speciel Evort oL Latimer worked the USCG
Station:  Your Cal Auxiliary Special Event Day on
Do e | 20 and 15 meters with the call
o e BOKSB L sign of W1D. Contacts were ma
here in the US as well as over in
Europe. Special QSL Card was
sent to those that made contact

Remarks: Nice Sig, 73's, Bill

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD AUXILIARY
District 1, Division 10, New England Area
Station Location Holden, Massachusetts, Grid FN42, USA

Special Event Day recognized 60 Years of the USQGikary

WCSART has purchased 3 Yaesu
817ND portable HF/VHF/UHF ¢
mode transceivers to be utilized
by the Communications Team in
Emergency Communications. T
Radios have been modified for
extended out-of-band operations
for MARS usage.

Be sure to check in out monthly HF Net on 60 meterthe first
Monday of each month at 1930 Local Time on 5403.504z

NOTICE TO HIKERS NOW ACTIVATED

Our Web site main page has started back up aineuMt.
Wachusetts weather information bulletin for hikérat use
the trails for hiking or cross country skiing. A mker of our
MRSP Team goes to the Mountain every Saturday and &
mornings by 0700 to give a real-time report on ¢toiks and
this information is posted on our Web front maig@a

Also note, the MRSP Team plans to activate Patrdlia
Wachusetts when the first major snowstorm blanttetsarea.
We need more members to keep this program acfiyeul
are interested in joining our MRSP Team, pleaséambus
via our Email address or phone number on our Weltaco
page. See Schedule for MRSP Patrols on our Schedgje.

LAKE QUINSIGAMOND DRAWDOWN

On November 12the Lake Quinsigamond drawdown will
start. This means the Lake will be lowered agaiis year for
Weed control and for homeowners to make repaitksdin
property. For more information and public notickgse visit
the Lake Quinsigamond Watershed Association at:

[ ]
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR




