
Support our fighting troops in Iraq and Afghanistan, and God Bless America!
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           WORCESTER COUNTY SEARCH & RESCUE
  

The sole purpose of this News Letter is to inform members and 
Associates of current and upcoming events, activities, and 
News items of interest. Worcester County Search and Rescue

is a non-profit, volunteer Search & Rescue organization 
serving the Worcester County area in central Massachusetts.
All our members are Volunteers, and are dedicated to the 
welfare and promotion of all SAR events.

WRSP SEASON STARTS OUT BUSY
EDITORS COMMENTS AND REVIEW OF WCSART ACTIVITIES:

Memorial Day weekend started our WRSP patrol season this 
year with allot of activity. The WRSP team assisted in the 
QRA Races held out on Lake Quinsigamond this year and 
installed all the Buoy Markers for the Lake area. There are 13 
Buoys placed on Lake Quinsigamond including Flint Pond.

     Buoy locations are in ‘red’ including one marker in Flint Pond by Rt.20

The Skull/Shell Boat races was a busy day even though the 
Corazzini Ramp was closed. We patrolled south of the Rt. 9 
Bridge advising boaters the race area was north passed Rt. 9 
bridge and keep on the right-hand side of the Lake with no-
wake when heading in that area. It was confusing at best 
because many boaters (that were not familiar with the Lake) 
were not aware of the QRA race and restrictions using the 
North basin. We also finished installing all the markers out on 
the Lake and be advised all Buoys are ‘numbered’ with GPS 
location. If a buoy is missing or found, advise WCSART or 
the LQWA (Lake Quinsigamond Watershed Association).
There is now a record of where all the buoys are located.
   

‘Skull’ Boat Races Memorial Day weekend. Chris Maider - Buoy placement

MAPPING OF LAKE QUINSIGAMOND
Wednesday, 4/25/07, the LQWA Commission granted us 
permission to take-on the tasking of Mapping Lake 
Quinsigamond that had recently been proposed to the LQWA 
Commission last year. Through special Grant Funding, our 
organization has now been in contact with CR Environmental 
to Map out Lake Quinsigamond for an official nautical chart.

On May 22nd, CR Environmental went out to Lake 
Quinsigamond to start the side-scanning sonar process to map 
out the lake and to take depth readings from the North End of 
the Lake down to Sunset Beach and the Islands.

John & Chris - CR Environmental        Side scanning sonar at N. basin

This was an all-day process and the tasking was completed 
without any problems. I spoke with Chris Wright of CR 
Environmental and he advised me he got good readings of the 
entire Lake area. See below for sample Mapping pictures.
After the data is compiled, a Map for printing should be made
available to the Public by the end of July or mid August 2007.
Proceeds from the sale of the Maps will offset our expenses 
for our WRSP and MRSP programs for our organization.

       
               Sample Images to be used - taken by CR Environmental
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JOE APICELLA GOES ACTIVE DUTY
On May 14th, Joe Apicella, our WRSP Team coordinator and 
member of the USCG Auxiliary Flotilla 10-01, got a chance of 
a lifetime by volunteering his cooking experience by serving
aboard the USCGC Escanaba for 2 weeks as an active crew 
member. Joe received a Letter of Commendation written by 
the Commanding Officer, CDR. M.S. Sabellico for his 
collective culinary experience and taking time away from his 
Job and Family to serve and assist the US Coast Guard.

    Joe Apicella Cook duties                      USCGC Escanaba in Port

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE OF WORCESTER

The Commandant, Steven K. Cheney, and the rest of the 
Detachment Officers, voted to support our organization. The 
statement “When Marines join together, things get done” is a 
true testament as to what can be accomplished. We now have 
24-hour access to our water rescue vessel for Lake rescue 
emergencies. WRSP Patrols (WR3) will depart from MCL.

MONITORING OF CH. 16 MARINE BAND
As many of you know, several years ago we donated Marine 
Band Radios to the Shrewsbury and Worcester Police Vessels 
to enhance Marine Ch.16 capabilities out on the Lake. This 
year Radios were donated to the Environmental Police, Marine 
Corps League, Regatta Point Sailing Club, and we now have a 
Marine Band Radio setup at the Corazzini Boat ramp. All 
boaters using Lake Quinsigamond can now use Channel 16 
Marine Band Radio for emergency assistance. Hopefully, 
Ch.16 will be monitored to aid in boating safety. All WRSP 
Vessels on Patrol monitor Ch.16, (156.8Mhz) Marine Band 
and Channel 2 FRS (Family Radio Service). The Marine 
Corps League and Regatta Point Sailing Club were also given 
FRS Radios to monitor Ch.2. Our goal is to have extensive 
Communications capabilities out on Lake Quinsigamond. So 
if you don’t have Marine Band Radio on board your Vessel,
go out and purchase an FRS Radio (just about anywhere).

ARTICLE IN WORCESTER T&G PAPER
This year to date there has been several Jet Ski accidents in 
Worcester County. PWC has become a hot-button issue for 
homeowners and recreational boaters using Lake 
Quinsigamond and other Lakes in the area. On June 7, an
article was done in the Worcester T&G News Paper titled.
VOLUNTEERS AID BOATERS IN PERIL done by Kevin 
Keenan, T&G Staff Editor. See the Link Below to see article.
[http://www.telegram.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/200706
07/NEWS/706070755&SearchID=73283428236221]
The timing was very good to get the boating public using Lake 
Quinsigamond to be aware of our Water Rescue Patrols. There 
is allot of concern for Water Safety using any type of vessel 
out on the Lake. I might also point out the Shrewsbury police 
Vessel has been very active this year patrolling the Lake and 
they even have a Jet Ski (PWC) also doing patrols.

ELT REMOTE RECEIVER ACTIVE

Our Remote receiver on Mt. Wachusetts has been active with 
several ‘hits’ from ELT’s and EPIRBS. Our Computer System 
has been notified, and I have contacted AFRCC on several 
ELT signals going off. Other agencies were also alerted about 
these signals and the appropriate notifications were sent out.

WELCOME ABOARD NEW MEMBERS:

EMERGENCY CELL ASSIGNED
To the boating Public, be advised our Water Rescue 
Vessel (WR3) now has a Cell Phone assigned to the 
boat for Lake Emergencies. The phone is only 
active during active-duty sortie patrols, but will 
default to a voice Mailbox if not answered and will 
route you to another Emergency Contact number.

*** 508-414-7676 ***

We would like to take this opportunity 
to express our appreciation to the 
MCL Detachment 144 of Worcester 
for assisting our WRSP program by 
granting us permission to moor our 
Water Rescue Safety Patrol Vessel 
over at their Docks. This will facilitate 
our rapid response Emergency WR3 
vessel to deploy at a moments notice.

NATIONAL SAFE BOATING WEEK

Our organization was active in promoting 
the wearing of Life Jackets during the QRA 
Races out on Lake Quinsigamond the week 
of 19-25 May and Memorial Day weekend.

Glen Wians  - of Millbury will be 
joining our WRSP Team as a Skipper 
and Crewman. Glen is active in 
Communications in our Skype and 
eQSO computer VoIP Group.

Paul Marsters – of Springfield has 
rejoined our WRSP program and is very 
active as a qualified WRSP Skipper. Paul 
also has is own organization, SARTAC 
and has many years experience in Search 
and Rescue operations.

Donna Clemow– of Worcester. Donna 
has trained in CERT activities and plans 
to train as a ‘Crew’ in our WRSP program
during our summer operations on Lake 
Quinsigamond


