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UPDATE ON ACTIVITIES:  
 

EDITORS COMMENTS AND REVIEW OF WCSART ACTIVITIES: 
 

          FIVE YEARS OF OPERATION 
Back at the end of March, we hit our 5th year Anniversary of 
operation for our Organization. It certainly has been a learning 
experience, and it ceases to amaze me how far we have come 
over the years facing new obstacles each year as times change 
in the SAR world. I personally have been involved with 
Search and Rescue since 1969 (when I enlisted in the US 
Coast Guard), and I cannot tell you the changes I have seen 
over the decades. Times have certainly changed, many civilian 
SAR Groups have faded away, and many will have to change 
to meet the current challenges as Government Agencies, State, 
and City Municipalities adjust their policies to insure local 
SAR organization conform to new regulations set-forth by 
added policies from FEMA, State Police, and local EOC’s. 
(Emergency Operations Centers). I personally have known 
and worked with many individuals that headed up or managed 
Emergency SAR Groups, and every one of these individuals 
have advised me that change has come…some good, some 
bad, and it appears it just keeps on changing to fit the ‘policy’ 
of the current times we are in. I do not have an opinion either 
way…as I feel I know what works for our Group, and I hope 
to continue on giving the support that is required by our 
dedicated Volunteer Members that have given 100% to our 
operations and program venues. We had allot of Members 
come and go, and I cannot thank enough all the support these 
individuals have given to me as a participating members, and 
especially as personal ‘friends’ of mine. So to all those past 
and present members, sponsoring organization that have 
supported our programs, members of organizations that 
support our efforts: Shrewsbury, Worcester, Environmental 
Police, LQC-Lake Quinsigamond Commission,  LQWA-Lake 
Quinsigamond Watershed Association, DCR-Department of 
Conservation Recreation, Massachusetts Recreation & Park 
Association,   Shrewsbury Parks and Recreation Dept., 
Regatta Point Sailing Club, Marine Corps League Detachment 
141, members of the US Coast Guard Auxiliary, members of 
the US Power Squadron,  NASAR-National Association for 
Search and Rescue, AFRCC-Air Force Rescue Coordination  
Center, WECT-Worcester Emergency  Communications 
Team, Marine USA, Doug Russell Marine…our gratitude.          
 

We thank you ‘all’ for the last five years, and I hope we will 
continue on in the years to come. 

 

Lake  Quinsigamond Bridge Rehabilitation 
Project – Accelerated Bridge Info Meeting  
 

 
03/31/09 - Tuesday evening, Oak Middle School Auditorium, 
Shrewsbury, MA was the first open public information 
meeting to discuss the proposed project to replace or repair the 
Rt. 9 Bridge over Lake Quinsigamond. There was a 
presentation on the current conditions of the Bridge, then 
conceptual plans on several new designs on a complete new 
Bridge over the Lake. The meeting was very informative, and 
the new 'mock' designs presented had everyone’s attention. 
There was a formal Questions and Answer session after the 
presentation...and I believe everyone was satisfied on the 
results of this meeting. No decision has been made at this 
time. There will be other hearings scheduled before the final 
decision on the type design to be used will be decided. In the 
interim, the correct Bridge now has temporary repairs, but the 
conditions of the Bridge are deteriorating and it is estimated 
this Bridge (as is) has maybe a lifespan for another 5 years. 
Once a decision is made, the Bridge Replacement project 
could take 3 to 4 years to complete. Visit our Front Page on 
our Web site to get any further developments on this project. 
 

LQC (LAKE QUINSIGAMOND COMMISSION)  
 

04/29/09 at the LQC monthly meeting, our organization was 
once again voted by the Commissioners to do our Water 
Rescue Safety Program out on Lake Quinsigamond. Bill 
Latimer and Joe Apicella presented the presentation. 
 

WELCOME ABOARD NEW MEMBER:  
 

 
 

SAFE BOATING WEEK 2009  
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Greetings: William C. Latimer 
Founder and Editor WCSART:  

WCSART is a current Member of NASAR 
National Association for Search & Rescue 

NL # 022 Jun 2009 

            Team Incorporated, P.O. Box 159, Holden, Massachusetts 01520.  Web Site: www.wcsarteam.com  

The sole purpose of this News 
Letter is to inform members and 
Associates of current and 
upcoming events, activities, and 
News items of interest. 
Worcester County Search and 
Rescue is a non-profit, volunteer 
Search & Rescue organization 
serving the Worcester County 
area in central Massachusetts. 

May 18th to May 24th was Safe Boating Week. We had 
good representation down at the Corazzini Ramp in 
Shrewsbury. The week was busy with several tows out 
on the Lake, and Vessel Safety Checks being 
conducted at the Ramp and other Lake areas in 
Worcester County. WR9, WR2, and WR3 were out on 
the Lake that week. Buoys were also placed. 

Lee Stromberg has joined our WRSP (Water 
Rescue Safety Patrol) program out on Lake 
Quinsigamond. Lee lives on the Lake and will be 
a valuable asset to our WRSP Volunteer Boating 
Fleet. Lee’s Vessel will be assigned as WR8 
(Water Rescue 8) so look for him on the Lake 
during our normal patrol schedule. 

Support our Troops fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan – God Bless America! 



VESSEL SAFETY DAY ON QUINSIGAMOND  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cdr. Peter Nourse, US Coast Guard District One, Bill Latimer and Joe 
Apicella discuss our Water Rescue Program out on Lake Quinsigamond 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Worcester Flotilla 10-01 Sets up Safety Day Booth at Corazzini Ramp 
 

Sunday, 24 May, Worcester County Search & Rescue 
Sponsored Vessel Safety Day at the Corazzini Ramp on Lake 
Quinsigamond in Shrewsbury, MA. The event was hosted by 
members of the US Coast Guard Auxiliary and US Power 
Squadron. The Coast Guard Auxiliary was well represented at 
the Lake with numerous Volunteer Vessel Examiners doing 
Vessel Safety Checks at the Corazzini Ramp. It was estimated 
over 40 Vessel Safety Checks were done. For every Boat 
inspected, free Hot-Dogs and bottled water were given, and it 
was a great time for all. Many Boaters came to just have their 
Vessels inspected. This kind of event can only enhance the 
Safety of Boaters using Lake Quinsigamond. My personal 
thanks to all the Coast Guard Auxiliary Members that 
attended. Six WRSP (Water Rescue Safety Patrol) Team 
Members belong to the US Coast Guard Auxiliary, and four 
members belong to the US Power Squadron. Special ‘thanks’ 
also goes out to the Angela Snell,  Shrewsbury Park & 
Recreations Department, LQC (Lake Quinsigamond 
Commission) for allowing us to sponsor this event. 
 

NEW UTILITY VESSEL 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are still in the process of acquiring a 17-19 Foot Vessel. 
WR2 , WR5, WR8, and WR9 will be patrolling the Lake until 
new Vessel is purchased within this month. 

WR9 GETS A VESSEL SAFETY CHECK  
 

 
 

During the Vessel Safety Day, Glen Wians, Water Rescue 9, 
had his Vessel Inspected by Larry Wiles and Mary Bentley of 
the US Coast Guard Auxiliary. This Picture was taken by the 
Worcester Telegram & Gazette News Paper Staff Reporter 
who was at the event. All Water Rescue Vessels must have a 
current Vessel Safety Sticker for operational Patrols. 
 

WRSP PATROLS HAVE STARTED  
 

Memorial day weekend officially started our Water Rescue 
Safety Patrols out on Lake Quinsigamond. Even before the 
Holiday weekend, the WRSP Team was busy out on the Lake 
during Safe Boating Week resulting in many Tows, Jump-
starts, Buoy placement and assistance at the Corazzini Ramp. 
Most common problems we’ve encountered: Batteries not 
charged, forgetting to put the ‘plug’ in, bad fuel, expired 
Registration and forgetting Life Vests and simple items. See 
some of the pictures below…WRSP Team is already busy! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECALL OF FIRE EXTINGUISHER  
 

FIRE EXTINGUISHER RECALL : Kidde XL Fire 
Extinguishers. Go to the following web links below: 
Recall Information for Models FX340SC, H, GW, XL5MR, 
FX210R, FX340SC-2, FX210W and more. 
Also, go to www.kidde.com for additional information on 
their product recall. Boaters check your Extinguishers! 
 

MEMA COMMUNICATIONS MOCK DRILL  
 

06/01/09 Monday evening, MEMA with coordination with the 
WMA conducted a ‘mock’ Hurricane Drill utilizing the 
Amateur Radio VHF and UHF Frequencies. Good exercise for 
members of our Comms Team that are RACES and ARES 
members who use Amateur Radio for Emergency Comms. 
 

01 JUNE - START OF HURRICANE SEASON  
Go to the National Hurricane Center at http://www.nhc.noaa.gov 

This is our latest Utility Vessel 
that will be kept at the Corazzini 
Public Boat Ramp for rapid 
response if needed while our 
other Vessels are on Patrol. This 
Vessel can be dispatched if other 
Rescue Vessels are assisting. 
Call sign: WR3 -Water Rescue 3 

Visit our Web site for the Latest News and Information about our organization at http://www.wcsarteam.com 


