
 
Support our fighting troops in Iraq and Afghanistan , and God Bless America! 
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The sole purpose of this News Letter is to inform members and 
Associates of current and upcoming events, activities, and 
News items of interest. Worcester County Search and Rescue 

is a non-profit, volunteer Search & Rescue organization 
serving the Worcester County area in central Massachusetts. 
All our members are Volunteers, and are dedicated to the 
welfare and promotion of all SAR events and Education. 
 

UPDATE ON ACTIVITIES:  
 

EDITORS COMMENTS AND REVIEW OF WCSART ACTIVITIES: 
 

It has been a non-active winter this year and not much going 
on. The MRSP Team only did three Patrols this year due to the 
Ice Storm back in December, and the closing of the Trails on 
Mt. Wachusetts. Teams did go up and survey the mountain, 
but the DCR had posted that all the Trails are closed, 
especially Pine Hill Trail by the Ranger Station. Many of the 
other trailhead locations such as Echo Lake and Admin Road 
were open, but the signs were posted; however, every 
weekend there seemed to be a few vehicles parked, and many 
were still hiking up on the mountain. Mostly there were down 
tree-limbs, power lines (by Echo Lake Trail), and hazardous 
conditions by all the ice and snow buildup. Most people we 
talked too were experienced hikers and seemed to be prepared 
for the rugged conditions on the Mountain. There was no 
activity for the MRSP Team except Mike Ahern did jump-start 
a Car parked on Admin Road who left their lights on. The 
snow season is just about over, and as of this weekend, there is 
no snow left on the Mountain except over at the Ski Lodge.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brenda & Bill on patrol Admin Trail            Echo Lake Trailhead entrance 
 

As of yet, we have still not purchased a Water Rescue Vessel. 
Glen has replaced WR9 (Klingon Battle Cruiser) with a new 
boat he purchased on Craig’s List. We have our WR1 utility 
Vessel to do the QRA Races, but I am actively seeking 
another Vessel for our WRSP Program. We have new Comm 
Gear for the Comms Team and the FRS Radios have been 
updated to a new style Radio. I would like to encourage all 
Team Members to utilize SKYPE and eQSO PMR446 Build 
to communicate with each other on upcoming activities. It 
should be a busy spring and summer. Buoys have to be placed 
out on the Lake, Fuel cost may be lower this year, so we have 
allot to plan for the upcoming Water Rescue season. 

  

MAP REVISION IS NOW REV06-09  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The latest Revision of the Lake Quinsigamond Maps is now 
available on our Web site. For those of you that need an 
updated Map, please go to our Map Web page and order. 
Additional Buoys, land marks, and caution areas added. Also, 
some of the last years Maps are still available at a Sales rate. 
To purchase a Map of Lake Quinsigamond, please go to our 
Web site, scroll down, and link to the MAP Purchase or go to: 
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FOR OUR USCG AUXILIARY MEMBERS  
 

The COW (Change of Watch) was held up in K of C in 
Leominster back in January. Bill Latimer is now the Vice 
Commander, Division 10. Dave McClure is Flotilla 
Commander for Worcester Flotilla 10-01 and Mike Mulryan is 
the FVC. Mike Johnston is the FSO-SR, and Gail Wiles is the 
FSO-PS for Flotilla 10-10.Chris Maider is a member of 10-01. 
We had sponsored a Link to Flotilla 10-01 but a new approved 
Link designed by Jim Finger has now been officially updated 
to the Division 10 Web page. Please visit 10-01 link at: 
 

http://a0131001.uscgaux.info/ 
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Greetings: William C. Latimer 
Founder and Editor WCSART:  

WCSART is a current Member of NASAR 
National Association for Search & Rescue 

NL # 021 Mar 2009 

            Team Incorporated, P.O. Box 159, Holden, Massachusetts 01520.  Web Site: www.wcsarteam.com  

Change of Watch, USCG 
Auxiliary at the K of C in 
Leominster, MA 
Bill Latimer, Vice 
Commander, Sterling 
McClay Div.10 Commander 
taking the Oath of Office by 
Penny Pendergast, past 
District One Commodore. 

Hernan Claros, Skipper of 
WR5 in our Water Rescue 
Program has joined Flotilla 
10-01, USCG Auxiliary. 
Dave McClure, Flotilla 
Commander, gives his 
Membership Certificate at 
the Marine Corps League 



US POWER SQUADRON MEMBERS INFO  
 

In March, the Worcester County Sail & Power Squadron held 
its COW (Change of Watch) at Tweeds Pub. Joe Apicella has 
taken the Administration Position and Bill Latimer remains as 
Squadron Commander for the 2009 Year. The USPS and the 
USCG Auxiliary have common goals to support Boating 
Safety and to administer Boating Safety Classes to the public. 
Our organization supports both the USCG Auxiliary and US 
Power Squadron, and it is my intension to assist in the two 
organizations working together to promote boating safety by 
having the two groups work together and inter-react socially. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joe Apicella and Sterling McClay               Boat Show at DCU Center in 
Div 10 Commander, USCG Aux                 Worcester.  Joe, John, and Mike 
was guest Speaker USPS Qtr. Meeting       working the USPS Booth. 

 

Please visit the Worcester USPS Site at:  
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 MARINE USA FISHING EXPO 2009  
 

    

 Glen Wians, Joe Apicella, Bill Latimer working booth at Fishing Expo  
 

21 March: This year our organization again had a booth at the 
Marine USA Fishing Expo. We also had information about the 
Worcester County Sail & Power Squadron, their upcoming 
Boating Safety Classes and Membership information. This 
was a good way to let the Boating Public know about our 
Water Rescue Program out on Lake Quinsigamond and 
introduce our latest Map version of Lake Quinsigamond. The 
show was a two-day weekend event. 
 

 COSPAS/SARSAT SATELLITE UPDATE  
 

As of 1 February, the COSPAS/SARSAT, and AFRCC (Air 
Force Rescue Coordination Center) no longer monitor 
ELT/EPIRBS/PLB using the 121.5 Frequency. All Aircrafts, 
Marine Vessels, Hikers, need to have the latest Equipment 
using the new 406Mhz Frequency. Our ELT Receiver on 
121.5 at Mt. Wachusetts will remain on until the end of this 
year. See below Link for more details from the FCC: 
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WORCESTER MARINE CORPS LEAGUE  
 

 
 

                Commandant Steven Cheney, Bill Latimer, Joe Apicella  
 

16 February: Bill Latimer and Joe Apicella attend the 
Executive monthly meeting at Detachment 144, Marine Corps 
League in Worcester. Our Organization gave a Donation to the 
Marine Corps Scholarship Fund. The Marine Corps Center has 
been a supporter of Worcester County Search & Rescue 
 Water Rescue Safety Patrol program for the past three years 
and we appreciate the support and friendship the ‘Marines’ 
have shown to our organization. It is a tribute to the Boating 
Public for the MCL and their public support to Boating Safety. 
 

PASSION PLUNGE LAKE QUINSIGAMOND  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Angela Snell in ‘Chicken Coop’                     Hole cut in Ice at the DRC 
 

14 February: The 11th Annual Passion Plunge sponsored by 
WAAF FM Radio was held out on Lake Quinsigamond to 
support the Special Olympics Massachusetts. The water 
temperature was about 36 Degrees on a sunny 30 Deg 
afternoon. About 57 divers attended the event. Glen Wians 
and Joe Apicella attended the event (but did not dive). 
 

MAP AND NAVIGATION CLASS USAFAUX  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOATING SEASON WILL BE STARTING SOON. CHECK 
OUR SCHEDULE WEB PAGE FOR UPCOMING 

BOATING SAFETY CLASS BY THE USPS & USCG AUX. 

 

2/11/09 Bill Latimer 
taught a Map & Compass 
Class at Phoenix Bay Path 
Squadron, Lt. Col Lester 
Dutka, Commander. Our 
organization supports 
continuing Education by 
teaching Navigation 
Classes to the public. 

Visit our Web Site at [ www.wcsarteam.com/Schedule ] for Updates and Scheduling 


