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The sole purpose of this News Letter is to inform members and 
Associates of current and upcoming events, activities, and 
News items of interest. Worcester County Search and Rescue 

is a non-profit, volunteer Search & Rescue organization 
serving the Worcester County area in central Massachusetts. 
All our members are Volunteers, and are dedicated to the 
welfare and promotion of all SAR events and Education. 
 

UPDATE ON ACTIVITIES:  
 

EDITORS COMMENTS AND REVIEW OF WCSART ACTIVITIES: 
 

Here it is at the end of March and we are ending our Mountain 
Rescue Safety Patrols and getting ready for our Water Rescue 
Safety Patrols out on Lake Quinsigamond. This News Letter 
was delayed because we had allot of activities in March that I 
wanted to report. We had a good year on Mt. Wachusetts this 
year despite the fact we had fewer members patrolling, but 
each weekend from January to March was covered. My 
Thanks to Jim Schakenbach and Mike Ahern for their 
assistance this year on Patrols.  Myself and Brenda got on the 
Mountain this year and we even got Joe Apicella from our 
Water Rescue Team to do a weekend Patrol. 
 

Due to an Article in the Landmark, we received new Members 
to our organization. Our Communications Team is still 
operating our Net on 60 Meters and we have received new 
FRS and Marine Band Radios for the upcoming WRSP season 
out on the Lake. 
 

It has been a long cold winter this year up here in 
Massachusetts. The cold and snow is finally moving out and it 
is time for our Skippers & Crews to get ready for the 
upcoming Water Rescue Safety Patrols out on Lake 
Quinsigamond. Last year we replaced our old Angler 173E 
(17ft open vessel) with an Edgewater 200. This boat is bigger, 
20 feet, and has a 200HP Yamaha Engine. It is the ‘boss’ of 
the Lake and can handle any tow emergencies that may come 
up. Our only drawback is…it cannot get into Flint Pond, but 
we have other Water Rescue Vessels that will Patrol the Flint 
Pond area. We will also have a Rapid deployment Vessel 
stationed over at the DRC (Donahue Rowing Club) by the 
Corazzini Ramp for those weekday or midnight calls for 
assistance. The Vessel can also be deployed in case the traffic 
out on the Lake gets busy during a weekend event. This will 
be out 6th year of operation out on the Lake to assist the 
Boating Public, free of charge! WRSP Teams start Patrols 
Memorial Day Weekend (29 May). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 60-METER NET 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Confirmation QSL Card from England Station worked 1 Mar 2010 
 

On the first Monday of every month we call our 60 Meter 
propagation Net on 5403.5Khz/USB. Each month I get about 4 
to 6 checkin’s and occasionally we get some good DX 
stations. Last month a Station from England checked in with a 
Q5 copy. 60 Meters is a great Band to operate on, and I can 
see its utilization during Emergency Communications needs. 
 

MOUNTAIN RESCUE SAFETY PATROL  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joe & Bill at Jack Frost Trail                             Joe & Jim on Admin Road 

 

Mt. Wachusetts was busy this year with hikers, and we had a 
good level on thick deep snow up on the Mountain Trails. It 
was a good ‘Safe’ season with no incidents to report. Allot of 
Maps handed out, giving trail conditional reports to hikers, 
and keeping a watch over the area. We did report some down 
telephone lines to the Princeton Light Department, and drove 
one family back to Admin Road trailhead when they came out 
on Echo Lake Road. There was a reported incident where a 
girl had dislocated her shoulder and had to be pulled off the 
Mountain, but our Team was not involved. It is always a good 
season when everyone gets off the Mountain Safe and secure! 
 

NEW MRSP TEAM COORDINATOR  
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Greetings: William C. Latimer 
Founder and Editor WCSART:  

WCSART is a current Member of NASAR 
National Association for Search & Rescue 

NL # 025 Mar 2010 

            Team Incorporated, P.O. Box 159, Holden, Massachusetts 01520.  Web Site: www.wcsarteam.com  

  

Jim Schakenbach 
 

It is my pleasure to announce that Jim has 
taken over as our MRSP Team coordinator for 
next year. We say goodbye to Mike Ahern 
who has moved to Denver with Mac 
Reynolds. Jim did many of the Patrols this 
year and we look forward to more activities 
and new members by next year! 

 

Note: Denis Brown (Water 
Rescue 6) already reported he 
had a tow of a 24’ grounded on a 
sandbar by the MCL…the season 
has started with our 1st team tow! 



USA MARINE FISHING EXPO 2010  
 

 
 

Bill Latimer, Joe Apicella, Glen Wians 
On 27 March we attended the USA Marine annual Fishing 
Expo at their facilities off Rt. 20 in Worcester. This was our 
3rd year doing the show. The show lasted for two days, 
Saturday & Sunday, and we got allot of information to the 
local boating community about our Water Rescue Operations 
out on Lake Quinsigamond. Our Lake Quinsigamond Maps 
were available, and we also represented the US Power 
Squadron, Worcester County Sail & Power Squadron on 
membership information and what the Power Squadron does. 
 

CHANGE OF WATCH – US POWER SQUAD.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Bruce Arey getting sworn-in as            Mike Muir sworn-in as Treasure and 
Squadron Commander by Bill Bell      Bill Latimer sworn-in as Admin Officer 
 

25 March at Tweeds Pub in Worcester, The Worcester County 
Sail & Power Squadron had its (COW) Change of Watch. Bill 
Latimer stepped down as Squadron Commander and turned 
the reigns over to Bruce Arey. Worcester County SAR has 
always been a supported of the US Power Squadron and US 
Coast Guard Auxiliary in promoting Boating Safety, 
Educational Boating Classes, and Vessel Safety Inspections. 

 

PAST NEWS UPDATES AND EVENTS  
 

January 13th Earthquake Haiti : Earthquake hits the Port au 
Prince area of Haiti. Our Organization was put on Alert for 
Team Members to assist and to gets supplies for donations. 
That was soon changed to Donations Only for Cash to be sent 
to the Red Cross. I had several members willing to assist. 
Shawn Baker, Jim Schakenbach, Mike Ahern,  Peter Travis, 
Mary Thompson, also contacted Lisa Chaffie from the Rutland 
CERT. As of this date, we have not heard anything on 
deployment but remain on standby if our assistance is needed. 
Pete Travis is flying supplies in the effected areas as his 
Company was deployed for Airlift assistance. 

January 18th – Facebook Page Started. With the 
advancement of Networking, WCSART started a Facebook 
page for Networking. You can type in the search area 
Worcester County Search & Rescue and link to our page. 
Updated information will be posted. Open to public. 
 

February 8th – Loran-C signals End. After 52 years, the 
Coast Guard stopped running and maintaining Loran-C 
 

February 15th Marine Corps League Detachment 144. Bill 
Latimer & Joe Apicella gave our annual Donation to the 
Marine Corps Scholarship Funds at the executive meeting. 
 

March 4th – The Holden Landmark. Jim Schakenbach 
submitted a great Article on our Mountain Rescue Team. See: 
http://www.thelandmark.com/news/2010-03-
04/Front_Page/Mountain_patrol_needs_volunteers.html 
 

March 31st – LQC (Lake Quinsigamond Commission). Bill 
Latimer & Joe Apicella presented our Annual Report to the 
Commission for approval to operate our Water Rescue Team 
out on Lake Quinsigamond. It was voted unanimously to 
continue our program. This is our 6th year of volunteer 
operations assisting the boating public at no charge 
to the boating community or any City Municipality. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR 2010 
 

22-28 May – SAFE BOATING WEEK  
http://www.safeboatingcampaign.com/iwelcome.htm 
 

23&29 May – BOATING SAFETY DAY  
Corazzini Public Boat Ramp, Lake Quinsigamond, 
Shrewsbury, MA. Sponsored by WCSART and 
Hosted by US Coast Guard Aux Flotilla 10-01and  
Flotilla 10-10. Come have your Boat Inspected. 
http://a0131001.uscgaux.info/ 
 

COAST GUARD AUXILIARY INFORMATION  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME ABOARD NEW MEMBERS:  
 

Craig Hawley, From Nahant, MA and Dennis Pope, from 
Sterling MA. Both Craig and Dennis will be joining our 
Mountain Rescue Team. Welcome Aboard! 
 

BUOYS TO BE PLACED BEFORE MEMORIAL DAY  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Buoys will be placed this year before the Memorial Day 
weekend. The Water Rescue Team has been tasked to repair 
the damage Buoys from last year and place in the specific area 
of caution. Buoys are numbers and correspond with GPS 
position and number location on Maps of Lake Quinsigamond. 

  

For updated Boating Safety Classes for 
Worcester County Area Lakes, please visit: 

WORCESTER FLOTILLA 10-01 
http://a0131001.uscgaux.info/ 
AUBURN FLOTILLA 10-10 
http://a0131010.uscgaux.info/ 

 

NEXT NEWS LETTER WILL BE IN JUNE 2010 


