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           WORCESTER COUNTY SEARCH & RESCUE

  

The sole purpose of this News Letter is to inform members and
Associates of current and upcoming events, activities, and
News items of interest. Worcester County Search and Rescue

is a non-profit, volunteer Search & Rescue organization
serving the Worcester County area in central Massachusetts.
All our members are Volunteers, and are dedicated to the
welfare and promotion of all SAR events and Education.

MAP PROJECT LAKE QUINSIGAMOND
EDITORS COMMENTS AND REVIEW OF WCSART ACTIVITIES:

Our project to have an official Map of Lake Quinsigamond, in
over 60 years, is now completed and available to the public.
This has been an extensive undertaking financially by our
organization and this has been a much-needed Map of the
Lake. Our Thanks to Chris Wright of CR Environmental who
did the side-scan sonar data of the Lake area and Linc Pearson
who has been assisting me on ‘finalizing’ the Map on
Landmarks, Names of Islands, other data, and reviewing the
Map for final process. There are four sizes of the Map
available to the public. If you want a Map, please go to our
Web Site to order. We are currently working to have local
Vendors distribute the Map in the Shrewsbury and Worcester
area. All profits from the sale of these Maps go to support our
WRSP and MRSP programs via our organization.

Two-sided, hi-res color Map. Side one Depth and contour
information. Side two has Landmarks, Island Name and Buoy
locations information including data for Flint Pond.

WRSP SEASON VERY BUSY THIS YEAR
Memorial Day weekend, 25 May, was the start of our official
Water Rescue Safety Patrol out on Lake Quinsigamond. This
was our 3rd season to patrol the Lake and this year’s season
was busy from the start with more tows and assistance out on
the Lake. This year, our Water Rescue 3 (WR3) Vessel was
mainly used to patrol the Lake with volunteer Vessels used
during the week and late evenings on the weekends.

Water Rescue 3 Vessel at ramp with Emergency Contact Number showing

We had allot of changes this year and additions to our program to
better facilitate Emergency operations out on the Lake during patrols.
We did get a dedicated Cell Phone for our WR3 Patrol Vessel.

508.414.7676 or 508.414 SOSO
The number was posted on the side of the WR3 Vessel, put on our
Information Business ‘Green’ Card handed out at the ramp and is
also posted on our Maps of Lake Quinsigamond. If the number is
call, and the patrolling vessel is not in service, the calls are forwarded
to our other Emergency contact number to be forwarded to the proper
authorities for assistance on the Lake anytime assistance is needed.
By the end of our season on Labor Day weekend, the Emergency
Contact Cell number was widely known by recreational boaters out
on the Lake. We also had several articles in the local News Paper to
enhance the information about our program and safety patrols out on
the Lake. My thanks to Joe Apicella for suggesting that we get a
dedicated Cell Phone for our Water Rescue Vessel.

This year our Vessel was moored over the Marine Corps League
Center. We cannot ‘thank’ enough the Marine Corps League for their
assistance in supporting our program. Rapid Response in an
Emergency situation is key to our program. We had several calls (off
hours) for Boats needing help. During ‘off-hours’ we could
immediately depart from the Marine Corps Dock facilities as well as
our ‘on-call’ Vessel, Denis Brown (WR6) that lives in half-moon
cove for assistance. I would like to also thank our Lake members,
Scott Norton (WR7) and John Barron (WR4) for their off-hour
patrols and assistance out on the Lake.
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Large B&W, hi-res
Mural Style Map to
hang up on your Wall at
Home or Office. This
Map has ‘all’ the
information for boaters
with better detail on
Landmarks and Buoy
location information.

Friday evening patrols were changed running from 5pm to 7pm
and this year the weekend Patrols usually ran to about 7pm on
Saturdays and Sundays. This year we ‘staked’ over 10 mud
bogs in Flint Pond, which were a hazard to navigation to boaters
going to Flint Pond from the Stringer Dam at Sunset Beach



WATER RESCUE PENNANT VESSEL ID

Glen Wians WR9                John Barron WR4           Hernan Claros WR5

Scott Norton WR7                  Denis Brown WR6         Andrew Silverberg WR8

WRSP PROGRAM EVENTS AND UPDATES

Activities for the WRSP Team included the following: We assisted in
the QRA Races back in the spring. Our Organization also placed the
Marker Buoys our on the Lake. This year, with the purchase of new
Buoys by the LQC (Lake Quinsigamond Commission), each buoy is
now Marked with a Number and will be permanently placed with a
GPS coordinate out on the Lake. If a Buoy goes missing, or a break
loose from it’s mooring, it can be identified. Scott Norton (WR7)
vessel was used this year to place the Buoys with the additional
placement of new markers by the Corazzini Ramp and Regatta Point
Sailing Club. The Numbers have ‘paid-off’ since we have recovered
several buoys that drifted loose. Buoy numbers & locations are listed
on the new Lake Quinsigamond Maps.

Communications has been greatly upgraded out on the Lake. Along
with our patrol Vessel Cell number, Communications monitoring
Channel 16 Marine Band Radio and Channel 2 on FRS (Family
Radio Service) was established at the Corazzini Boat Ramp, Regatta
Point Sailing Club, Marine Corps League, Shrewsbury and
Environmental Police Boats (as well as all our WRSP Patrol
Vessels). We had several calls for Emergency assistance using
Channel 16 Marine Band Radio.

To date the following stats have been accumulated for our WRSP
Program. 61 Tows, 40 Jump Starts, 8 paddleboat assists, 12
Swimmers assists, 2 boat fire assists and numerous assistance at
the Corazzini Public Boat Ramp.

I cannot ‘thank’ enough the WRSP Team members that have
volunteered their time, gas expense, and dedication to make this
program a success. It is greatly appreciated, and the response from
the Boating Public has been excellent about our program. I
understand there has been some (very few) individuals that get a’
little annoyed when we advise about wearing Life Jackets, but we
only advise people for their Safety sake. We are not Law
Enforcement, but can only point out the Massachusetts Boating Laws
and LQWA (Lake Quinsigamond Watershed Association) Laws for
the Lake in a friendly manner and promote Boating Safety.

!!! REMEMBER ...  SAFETY FIRST !!!

SOME PIX OF THE WRSP TEAM IN ACTION
Note: More of these pictures can be viewed on our WRSP Gallery Web Page

LABOR DAY COOKOUT AT RAMP
Labor Day weekend was a busy time at the Ramp. It was the last of our
official WRSP Patrols for the 2007 season. It did give us an opportunity to
have a cookout at the ramp. It was good to see all the Team Members &
Families to celebrate our last weekend of Patrols. Unofficial Patrols on a
volunteer status will be patrolling until the Buoy removals in late October.
Look for the Vessels with the Red Flag and Vessel ID Pennant.

MISSING PERSON SEARCH IN GARDNER
July 07, our organization, along with W.E.C.T. (Worcester Emergency
Communications team) was dispatched to Gardner, MA to assist on a Missing
Person Search. There were over 170 Volunteer searchers assisting on the
search for a Missing man. Though the conclusion on the search was sad in
nature, the efforts by the volunteers are to be commended. Amateur Radio was
a key player in Communications from the Ground Search Teams back to
Mission base. W.E.C.T. had supplied many of the Radio Operators at were
assigned to the active Ground teams going out in the Field. This usage of
Amateur Radio Operators for Communications in civilian SAR teams is a
concept that needs to be widely used. Cell phone is not always reliable, and
the Communications that was established during this search proved to be very
valuable asset. See our Web site for more information on W.E.C.T.

The many Volunteers           Chris Strassberger             WECT Team members
for missing person SAR       WCSAR Team Leader       Amateur Radio Comms

WELCOME ABOARD NEW MEMBER:

MRSP PROGRAM AND COMMS UPDATE
Our MRSP Program will start training this coming November. All MRSP
Members keep watch on Schedule Web Page. All Comms personal please
check in on our Sked Comms Net on 60 Meters the First Monday of each
month on 5403.50 KHZ/USB at 1930 Hours local time. WA4DDH Net Ctrl.

Tony Amato  - of Worcester. Tony
will be assisting as a Crewman on
our WRSP Program during our
next year’s season out on the Lake.

WRSP Vessel WR3            Bill Latimer WR1            Joe Apicella WR2

CHECK OUR WEB SITE AT WWW.WCSARTEAM.COM FOR UPDATES, NEWS, AND LAKE QUINSIGAMOND MAP PURCHASE INFO

The above Pennants are used to identify our Water
Rescue Safety Patrol Volunteer Vessels. Our active
Vessels this year were Bill Latimer, Joe Apicella, John
Barron, Hernan Claros, Scott Norton, Denis Brown and
new member, Glen Wians (WR9) and Paul Marsters,
Chris Maider that skippered our WR3 Vessel. We also
had Crewmembers this year, Don Brickman, Robert
Harper to assist and several other new Crews that have
joined and will assist next year after they complete
training and take a Boating Safety Class.

Our WRSP Red Flag
can identify all WRSP
Vessels in operation.

Best Rescue Sortie was when our WRSP Vessel
spotted a boat broke down on Blake Island flying
the International Distress Flag. First time we had
seen this out on the Lake. Vessel was towed back
to the Corazzini Ramp after being stranded
several hours on the island.


