
 
Support our fighting troops in Iraq and Afghanistan , and God Bless America! 
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The sole purpose of this News Letter is to inform members and 
Associates of current and upcoming events, activities, and 
News items of interest. Worcester County Search and Rescue 

is a non-profit, volunteer Search & Rescue organization 
serving the Worcester County area in central Massachusetts. 
All our members are Volunteers, and are dedicated to the 
welfare and promotion of all SAR events and Education. 
 

UPDATE ON ACTIVITIES:  
 

EDITORS COMMENTS AND REVIEW OF WCSART ACTIVITIES: 
 

The WCSAR WRSP Team has concluded its official patrol 
season out on Lake Quinsigamond this past Labor Day 
weekend. The Team will still be patrolling ‘unofficially’ and 
on a volunteer status until the end of October or when the 
Buoys are removed.  We had a 100% Safety record this year 
and it was a busy year for the WRSP Team despite the 
decrease in patrol sorties to conserve fuel. We added another 
Buoy near Heron Island (number #15) and added beacons to 
Buoys #4 and #5; however, the Red Flashing Beacons were 
stolen in August and buoy number #5 is totally missing. There 
were two drowning out on the Lake this season, and the step-
up of Law Enforcement was very noticeable out on the Lake 
with increased patrols by the Shrewbury and Worcester Police 
Vessels and presents of the Environmental Police at the 
Corazzini Ramp. I was surprised that the boating traffic this 
year was not as heavy as in the past few years. This may have 
been the result of Fuel cost and the fact we had allot of ‘rainy’ 
weekends. We also supported National Safe Boating week and 
promoted the ‘Wear-it’ Campaign to wear Life jackets by 
setting up a booth at the Corazzini ramp and promoted the US 
Coast Guard Auxiliary and US Power Squadron. 
 

I‘d like to take time and recognize special ‘APPRECIATION’ 
to Joe Apicella, Glen Wians, Gale Wiles, for their volunteer 
efforts to support our WRSP Program. These individuals spent 
allot of time at the Ramp and patrolling the Lake this year. I 
would also like to recognize John and Cheryl Barron (WR4) 
as their Vessel was out on the Lake just about every weekend 
‘keeping an eye on things…’, and Scott Norton (WR7) for his 
assistance when he was out on the Lake. Also, our thanks to 
the MCL (Marine Corps League) for allowing us to moor our 
Vessel at their Docks, and the support from the LQC (Lake 
Quinsigamond Commission), LQWA (Lake Quinsigamond 
Watershed Association), Angela Snell (Shrewsbury Parks and 
Recreation), Shrewsbury, Worcester, Environmental Police, 
and John Mullaney from Regatta Point Sailing Club and all 
Boaters using Lake Quinsigamond this year that supported our 
WRSP Program and assisted us when needed. Sometimes we 
would miss a Tow due to us being busy assisting other boaters 
and assistance was much appreciated by other vessels. 
 

“…A Job well done…” 

 

BUOYS OUT ON LAKE QUINSIGAMOND  
 

 
 

Buoy placement and removal is one of our duties out on Lake 
Quinsigamond. All Buoys are marked with numbers and the 
GPS position is logged. This year we placed an addition Buoy 
behind Heron Island and added Red Beacons to Buoys #4 & 
#5 at the Cement Pilings south of Coast Guard Island so this 
dangerous area would be marked at night. Unfortunately, these 
Beacons were stolen and both Buoys were damaged and Buoy 
#5 is totally missing, possible sunk by the damage from 
pulling the beacon off, leaving a hole in the buoy. These 
Buoys are placed to mark dangerous or low areas of the Lake. 
This is a concern for all Boaters using the Lake. If anyone has 
information on the missing Beacons, or has information to 
‘who’ may have stolen or damaged Buoys 4 & 5 please call or 
Email Worcester County Search & Rescue or advise the 
Shrewsbury Police Department. Note: Buoy information and 
placement is placed on our Lake Maps and Web site. 
 

PERMANENT MARKER BUOYS PLANNED  
 

Back in June at the monthly LQC (Lake Quinsigamond 
Commission) meeting WCSART got permission to form a 
Steering Committee to see about building or placing a 
permanent marker at the Cement Pilings south of Coast Guard 
Island which is the most dangerous area of the Lake. During 
hi-levels of water, these cement pilings are a danger to boaters 
not familiar with the area. Every year a Boat usually ‘hits’ in 
this area causing severe damage to the bottom of their boat or 
engine. Over the past several months, we got information to 
several ideas of structures ranging from a Lighthouse type 
building, Buoy Tower with a flashing beacon, removable big 
Sign-Post, Nun-style low water Buoys, to even a creative 
Statue. Anyone that wants to submit a proposal for a structure, 
please write-up your idea and mail it to P.O. Box 159, Holden, 
MA. All submissions will be presented at a later date this year 
to the LQC for any majority approval. In your proposal, be 
sure to include an estimate possible cost. You must remember, 
if it is permanent, you have to account for the Ice conditions in 
the winter and hi water levels in the summer. 
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Greetings: William C. Latimer 
Founder and Editor WCSART:  

WCSART is a current Member of NASAR 
National Association for Search & Rescue 
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            Team Incorporated, P.O. Box 159, Holden, Massachusetts 01520.  Web Site: www.wcsarteam.com  



DONATIONS THIS YEAR FOR OUR WRSP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME ABOARD NEW MEMBER  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

    Gale shown in picture with Joe Apicella on WR3 last tow of season 
 

Gale Wiles joined our WRSP Program this past summer. Gale 
is a member of the US Coast Guard Auxiliary Auburn Flotilla 
and she has been very active down at the Corazzini Ramp 
assisting boaters and doing patrol duties as ‘Crew’ on our 
WR3 Patrol Vessel out on Lake Quinsigamond.  
 

HOSTING WEB SITE FOR HOLDEN CERT 
 

WCSART has started a Web site for the newly formed Holden 
CERT (Community Emergency Response Team). Please visit 
this Web site via our Link page if you are interested in joining 
the Holden CERT program. We also host a Web Site for the 
Rutland CERT Team. See [ www.wcsarteam.com/Links ] 
 

COMMUNICATION NET ON 60 METERS 
 

Net checks-in on Monday evening has been very good. We got 
over 100 contacts since we started the Net, and some good 
response on our signal and QSL Card. Net meets on the first 
Monday of the month on 5403.50Khz/USB. Our organization 
also checked-in on several Hurricane Watch Nets during this 
2008 Hurricane season. No Traffic was passed or requested. 
 

NEWS ITEMS OF INTEREST 
 

Over the summer several Articles were done in News 
publications, and our Organization had several Rendezvous 
out on Lake Quinsigamond with the US Power Squadron and 
our season end cookout over Labor Day weekend at the Ramp. 
Go to our News Web page to read all the happenings with our 
group this summer at: [ www.wcsarteam.com/News ] 
 

MRSP TEAM GETTING READY TO START  
 

The MRSP Team will start its fall training sometime in late 
October. Check Schedule for training updates. We may train 
with other organizations to enhance our Group activities. All 
MRSP Members start checking their gear for this season. 

WEED TREATMENT LAKE QUINSIGAMOND  

 
Red area indicate where weed treatment for Milfoil weed 
plants was done this past summer out on the Lake 
 

PICTURES OF OUR WRSP 2008 SEASON 
 

Visit our WRSP Gallery Page for more Pictures of our WRSP 
Season this year at: [ www.wcsarteam.com/Gallery_WRSP ] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We would like to thank 
Bemis Associates 
Incorporate for their 
donation to our WRSP 
Program for Fuel this 
year. Glen Wians who 
Skippers (WR9-right) 
was responsible for this 
assistance. 

 
4th of July Firework Patrol       Our WR3 Vessel underway            Assisting QRA races 

   ‘Skipper’ Bill Latimer              ‘Skipper’ Glen Wians             ‘Skipper’ Joe Apicella 

 
   Ramp ‘Dogs’ at work            Just another Tow by WR3                 Busy at ramp 

Please visit our Schedule page for upcoming Boating 
Classes sponsored by the US Coast Guard Auxiliary and 

US Power Squadron in the Worcester County area. 
[ www.wcsarteam.com/Schedule ] 


